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YEAR 11 EXAMS THIS WEEK 

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

On Tuesday, Manchester Academy staff and 
students joined in the national minute’s silence to 
remember the victims of the attack in London.  
  
Our thoughts and prayers are with everyone 
affected. 

As you know this year we have split lunch in order 
that the new system in the canteen could be 
embedded and to support behaviour.  Having run 
the system for five half terms and evaluated its 
success, we intend to revert to a single 45-minute 
lunch.  School therefore finishes at 2.50 p.m. from 
next week.  The benefits include: 

 Lessons will not be affected by playground 
noise; 

 Years 10 and 11 will be able to use the field 
and MUGA; 

 The outdoor gym will get full use; 
 Sports clubs can run at lunch as staff will all 

be free at the same time; 
 Other clubs can meet at lunch; 
 Staff can have lunch meetings; 
 Siblings in different years can eat together. 

As Year 11 Study Leave commences on 12th June, 
we are able to return to a single lunch from 
Monday.  The timings of the day are as follows: 

 

CHANGE TO  THE SCHOOL DAY 

 

Date Time Subject 

Monday 
12th June  

9.00-11.00 English Literature 

1.30-2.45 Health & Social Care 

Tuesday 
13th June 

9.00-10.30 Maths 

Wednesday 
14th June  

9.00-10.00 Chemistry 

1.00-2.45 History 

Thursday 
15th June  

9.00-10.30 Further Maths 

1.15-2.45 Philosophy 

9.00-10.00 Physics 

Friday 
16th June  

12.45-2.00 Hospitality 

12.45-2.45 Resistant Materials 

1.00-2.40 Italian 

8.30-8.50 Registration 

8.50-9.50 Period 1 

9.50-10.50 Period 2 

10.50-11.05 Break 

11.05-12.05 Period 3 

12.05-1.05 Period 4 

1.05-1.50 Lunch 

1.50-2.50 Period 5 
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EMPLOYABILITY UPDATE 

University Uncovered with Year 7 
Last month a high-flying group of Year 7 students 
had the opportunity to sample Higher Education by 
taking part in Manchester University’s Gateways 
Programme.  The day of activities, entitled 
University Uncovered, provided an introduction to 
the university, its campus, students and the range 
of courses on offer.  The pupils learned the 
differences between university and school, 
including the fact that The University of 
Manchester has 40,000 students!  

Other interesting facts included the amount of 
taught study time for various courses, with 
Geography students spending six hours in lectures 
compared with 35 hours for Medicine.  

On the campus tour, the students investigated the 
university’s John Rylands Library, home to 
4,000,000 books. The Manchester Academy 
learners were astounded to find out that it would 
take an astounding 10,900 hours to read the 
contents of the library. They also learned that 
university students use other sources of 
information called journals which have up-to-date 
research findings.  

The students also visited the Students’ Union and 
inspected the Andesite Boulder, a 20-ton rock 
which was moved 80 miles from Cumbria by glacial 
drift and discovered close to Oxford Road.  

 

The university’s Student Ambassadors, who are 
current undergraduates, shared their experiences 
of studying and living in Manchester. They 
discussed the university courses that they are 
currently studying. They also talked about their 
living accommodation and how they spend their 
free time, including university clubs and societies.  

The rest of the day was spent taking part in 
University Challenge – this involved a range of 
activities highlighting the areas of study on offer in 
the university.  

Overall, the Year 7s thought the day had been 
highly beneficial and it had made them think about 
the future, consider new options and make better 
informed decisions. 

Engineering Success 

Eight Year 10 and 11 students have secured a 
prestigious summer work placement at ARUP, a 
global engineering consultancy firm.  They faced 
competition from other Manchester schools and 
the fact they secured so many of the twenty places 
on offer is a testament to the quality of their 
applications and hopefully an indicator of their 
future employability prospects. 

The Engineering Awareness Week programme will 
include sessions and workshops on dealing with 
clients and design briefs, master planning, ecology, 
sustainability, bridges, transport engineering, 
architectural engineering, and building services.   

The week’s activities will also include a group 
project and will conclude with a team presentation.  
Transferable employability skills will be developed 
throughout the week. 

Well done to: 

Mohammed Faizan Ahmed, Dina Al-Saffar, Sylvanus 
Aryeetey, Adam El Khouja, Rebaz Karim, Sonia 
Minei, Ryan Moloney and Liban Osman 

MEDICATION FOR STUDENTS 

Please note that the Student Services Department 
can only stock prescribed medication and inhalers. 
Students are allowed to carry paracetamol or 
ibuprofen with them if their parents think it 
necessary. 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/
http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/rylands/
http://manchesterstudentsunion.com/
http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4363007
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ARTEFACTS PROVIDE AN INSIGHT INTO THE PAST 

Manchester Academy’s collaboration with Dr 
Stephanie Koerner paid dividends this week when 
learners paid a visit to the University of 
Manchester’s Archaeology Laboratory to 
investigate ancient artefacts.   

Dr Koerner’s contention is that to understand 
current environmental problems we need to 
appreciate how societies developed in the past, 
adapting to the conditions in which they found 
themselves.  This concept is at the heart of Dr 
Koerner’s Mapping Interfaces Programme, which 
will run for the rest of the summer term at the 
academy. 

After a welcome to the by Sonja Bernhardt of the 
university’s Widening Participation Department 
and Dr Melanie Giles from the Department of 
Archaeology, the pupils were put through a 
carousel of activities investigating different 
artefacts.  First they looked at flint hunting tools 
from the Palaeolithic period and began to 
understand how humans had to act as hunter 
gatherers living a nomadic lifestyle always in search 
of food.  Humans living in these times only had 
stone to make tools from and hunt with. 

The second artefact was a pestle and mortar from 
the Neolithic period.  The Early Stone Age pounding 
tools showed that people had started to live in 
settled communities.  They could grow crops such 
as wheat and turn them into flour which could be 
stored or traded.  This ability to store and trade 
foodstuffs allowed communities to develop and 
grow permanent settlements in one place.   

The third workshop investigated ancient seals, 
which gave an insight into how societies were 
beginning to become structured, with elites at the 
top dictating how people lived their lives. 

Through investigating the objects the pupils 
gained an insight into the ancient world and how  
interpreting artefacts can tell a story of how 
people lived, adapted and survived. 

Professor Julian Thomas, expert in Neolithic and 
Bronze Age prehistory of Britain and Europe 
dropped in to the workshop to see what the 
pupils were working on and updated them on his 
own research.  Student ambassadors who’d been 
working with the Manchester Academy pupils all 
morning shared their enthusiasm for archaeology 
and talked about their degree studies.  A campus 
tour and visit to the Manchester Museum 
concluded the day’s activities.    

Feedback from the pupils was very positive with 
the majority saying they hoped to go on to 
university.  

On Thursday we ran our own General Election so 
that students would be familiar with the process of 
democracy and understand the importance of 
casting their vote.   
 
All of the main party manifesto points were 
presented to the students.  
 
The results showed a landslide victory for Labour, 
with 85% of the vote. 
 
 

MA’S OWN GENERAL ELECTION 



STARS OF THE WEEK 

 

Name Form Subject Comment 

Yusra Akhter 

11PNI  Art  

For their amazing GCSE Artwork.  Due to their 
determination and enthusiasm for the subject over 
the past two years, Yusra has achieved a Grade A 
and Faiza has achieved A*  Faiza Omar 

Izabela Gospodarska 7DJO Drama 
For overcoming her fears and  performing her 
choir duet  

Joe Hutton 

7CBE  Food Technology  For excellent work in Food Technology.  Well done!  

Nelly Okoro 

Mujtaba Khan 7LTY History 
As always, a fantastic addition to the class.  Always 
finishes his work to a great level and an amazing 
attitude to his work.  Keep it up Mujtaba! 

Moasib Arif 9GBE History 

Some absolutely fantastic work since we came 
back after Easter.  Moasib doesn’t always get the 
recognition he deserves and is constantly on top 
form with both work and attitude.  Well done, 
Moasib! 

Mohammed Hajji Baiad 9SRB History 

Absolutely fantastic in both History this week, 
trying really hard and making a serious effort to 
improve both his attitude and work in History.  
Well done, Mo! 

Tamim Faizi 8PDH 

Humanities  For winning the Coastal Defence Competition  
Altamash  
Saud Adnan Khan 

8DJN 

Aiza Najeeb 10SDU Maths 

For the effort and commitment she brings to every 
Maths lesson and achieving Grade 8 in the recent 
end of term exam.  She is an outstanding student 
and a joy to teach. 

Haroon Amjad 8DJN 
Music  

Both boys showed brilliant commitment to their 
instrumental lessons, with regular practice.  El Mehdi Baiad 8MAG 

Muhaib Hamdard 8JMO PE 
For being Man of the Match in the Year 8 Cricket 
Match against Little Lever 
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Monday 26th June Staff Training Day.  School will be closed to pupils to allow our Muslim families to 
    celebrate Eid 
Thursday 29th June Year 11 Prom at the Sheridan Suite, Oldham Road, Newton Heath 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

  

Mr. Griffin,  
Principal 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

STARS OF THE WEEK (CONTINUED) 

 
Name Reg Subject Comment 

Abdullah Nagdee 8RRT PE 
For working really well and captaining the Cricket 
Team 

Bronwyn Bull 8PDH Spanish For consistent outstanding work in Spanish 

Syed Shah 8RRT For always representing the MA Way 

Transition  

Shayaan Zia 8CMU 
Shayaan has made vast improvements—keep it 
up! 


